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DESCRIPTION OF HYDROPHIUC VEGETATION AT OU1 FRENCH DRAIN (6034)
JEE~0403-82

With reference 10 your letter of May 28 1832 tha requested detailed descrintion of extant and
emarging vegetation { new wetlands®) at OU1 1s attached for your consideration.

In adg*ion EG&G would ke to clarlly use of the term ‘wetland “Wetland as used 1o date in
gdocumerts relaling 10 OU1 refers to a junsdictional wetland rathes than a rue fully functional
wetland Jurisdictional weliands at OU1 are characterized only by the presanze of hydrophulic
vege*aton (wlllows bulrushes and catialls) and do not meet all eritaria (soil type hydrology
g~oiogy saturated soil for 15 ar mora cays per year ete.) whish define true watlands
Hydrophilc vegetation at OU1 1s not sutficiently developed to fullill any funchons other than
habt'at funciors nommally ascnbed to true wetlands under the Clean Water Act.

Thersfore £G&G will use {"e lerm "Hvdrephilic Vegetation Habrat to identdy a broad class of
habrats whuch contain water loving plan's but which do not otherwise meet all cntena recuired
o’ atrue wetand EG&G s Intent is to limit the confusion and undue concemn engendered by
aophcation of the ler "wetland 1o Inappropnate sttua'ions  *“Wetland™ will be reserved or
idenfication of tabla* fuliling funclions normmally ascribed 1o true wetlands

f there are any questions or concems please contac* Steve Nes'a on 8605 or Richiard Flory
on X8880
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DESCRIPTION OF HYDROPHILIC VEGETATION AT QU1

There are several smalt (1 2 meter {m) In diameter) patches of cattail { 7ypha latifoks) and bulrushes
(Scripus spp ) In moist, shallow depressions running downslope and west of Building 881 s

southwest comer

Approximately 75 m from Bullding 881 s southwest corner near the westemn terminus of the
French Draln, are a stand of 6-8 cottonwood trees (Populus sargenti)) (DBH ~25 cm) sumounding
a shallow pond. The pond stands in a dapression created by the upper berm of the South
interceptor Ditch (SID) The pond Is deep snough (~1 m) 10 support amphitians as frogs were
heard calling from R in late ApriL

Approximately 35 m east and 100 m south of Bullding 881 s southwest comner near the former
site of surface watar station 46 (SW46) there Is one large (DBH ~0.50 m) and one small (DBH
~0 20 m) cottonwood lre@ These overlook the former site of the Skimming Pond which was
removed during French Drain construction

A small (=1 2 m in diameter) shallow and fairly dry depression is located approximately 10 m due
south of the trees listed in tem (3) above and immediately west of the former site of the Skimming
Pond The depression contains a few emergent cattails and bulrushes

There Is a large (=10 m in diameter) shallow (=0 5 m deep) pond approximately 100 m due south
of Buliding 881 s southeast comer Approximately 20 small (DBH ~1.5 cm) cottonwood trees are
emerging along the pond s northeast edge 1n addibon 10 these trees the pond containg
bulrushes around Its entire perimeter and a substantial stand of cattalls in s center Surface water
station 45 (SW45) Is located immedlately adjacent to the pond’s northern edge The pond sits
behind a berm and in a shallow depression which are a mixture of natura! and construction-derived
{eatures

A shaliow (~0 5 1 mdeep) namrow (=0 5§ 1.5 m wide) eroded gully carries water from near the
southeast corner of Building 881 to the pond descnbed in Jtem (4) above The water source
appears to be a combination of road runoff and Building 881 footer drain leakage The gully
contains mited amounts of vegetation consisting mostly of grasses intermiced with a few thickets
of bulrushes A Russian Olive tree Is Jocated in the gully approximately 4 m north of the pond in
ltem (4) above

A shallow (~0.5-1 mdeep) narrow (=0.5-1 5 m wide) eroded gully carries water from a point due
east of the pond In tem (4) above and east of the southeast cornar of Bullding 881 downsiope to
& culvert running under the pea gravel construction road located north of the French Drain
algnment The water source for this gully appears 1o be a combination of road runoff and Buliding
881 footer drain leakage After exlting the culvert the surficial water crosses the French Draln and
enters the SID

There are several other small (=1 2 m in diameter) shallow and faidy dry depressions located
across the 881 Hiliside below the boundary fence and above the French Drain alignment which
contain & few emergent catlalls and bulrushes These depressions apparently result from a
combination of natural hilis”de shumping and construchon activities

2Juns2 [8:52)

*l
;

N
s . senlien L Rl A AR B i SR

P S-S




